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The University of Georgia’s Sustainable Food Systems Initiative is pleased to host the 2020 
joint annual meeting of the ​Agriculture, Food, and Human Values Society (AFHVS) ​and the 
Association for the Study of Food and Society (ASFS)​.  
 
The ​Abstract Submission Portal​ is now open. We invite the submission of abstracts for 
organized paper sessions, individual papers, lightning talks, roundtables, posters and 
exploration galleries, and working sessions.  
 
The 2020 conference theme, ​“Cultivating Connections: Exploring Entry Points Into 
Sustainable Food Systems,”​ is an invitation to envision a more sustainable and equitable 
future by critically engaging with the histories and legacies that have framed agricultural food 
landscapes over time. Cultivating connections means that we are active participants, called to 
dig in for the preparation of building fruitful relationships with one another to foster greater 
sustainability within the food system. The food system is an intricate web of social connections, 
with each node of the web shaping how food is regarded, how it’s grown, how it will be 
distributed, who will buy it, and what its overall significance is within communities. These 
elements provide entry points for conversation, reconciliation, and action toward building 
stronger, more sustainable connections within the food system. Participants are invited to 
engage in conversations about changes to the current agri-food paradigm to better represent 

https://cultivatingconnections2020.uga.edu/abstracts/


and advocate for a more just and equitable food system - from farm to fork - that strengthens 
community viability, food security, and the sovereignty of all people.  
 
Abstracts ​can be submitted at 
https://ugeorgia.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9H7Xy41kEjn0n1H 
 
Abstract submissions are due by January 31, 2020. ​Authors will be notified of acceptance by 
March 15, 2020. All presenters must be registered for the conference by May 1, 2020 to be 
included in the conference program. 
 
Questions can be directed to ​cultivatingconnections2020@gmail.com  

 ---- 

About the Societies: 
The ​Agriculture, Food, & Human Values Society (AFHVS) ​is a professional organization 
which provides an international forum to engage in the cross-disciplinary study of food, 
agriculture, and health, as well as an opportunity for examining the values that underlie various 
visions of food and agricultural systems. From a base of philosophers, sociologists, and 
anthropologists, AFHVS has grown to include scientists, scholars, and practitioners in areas 
ranging from agricultural production and social science to nutrition policy and the humanities. 
AFHVS encourages participation by the growing community of researchers and professionals 
exploring alternative visions of the food system from numerous perspectives and approaches, 
including local and regional food systems; alternative food movements; agricultural and food 
policies, agricultural sustainability, food justice, issues of local and global food security, and food 
sovereignty. The organization publishes the journal ​Agriculture and Human Values​. 
 
The ​Association for the Study of Food and Society (ASFS) ​was founded in 1985, with the 
goals of promoting the interdisciplinary study of food and society. It has continued that mission 
by holding annual meetings and working with Routledge Publishing, the organization produces 
the quarterly journal, ​Food, Culture and Society​. Members explore the complex relationships 
among food, culture, and society from numerous disciplines in the humanities, social sciences, 
and sciences, as well as in the world of food beyond the academy. ASFS encourages vigorous 
debate on a wide range of topics, such as cross-cultural perspectives on eating behaviors, 
gender and the food system, recipes, cookbooks, and menu as texts, politics of the family meal, 
malnutrition, hunger, and food security, comparative food history, and the political economy of 
the global food system. 
 
 

● In the meantime, check out some of the most popular local restaurants and attractions to 
enhance your visit to Athens:​ ​https://www.visitathensga.com/ 
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